


Thirteen Shell Point birders gathered to conduct the Annual Bud Ryckman Bird Count.
They brought along binoculars and headed out to Shell Point’s great nature surroundings.The
birding enthusiasts beat the bushes, looked up in to trees and roamed the golf course. In the
early morning hours, before dawn, they even played audio tapes designed to draw in owls.

The final count for the day was 1,090 birds of 48 varying species. In recent years, the bird
count drew numbers as high as 1254 birds and 54 species.

This year Common Grackles (280) and Turkey Vultures (218) accounted for almost half
of the total noted above. But the group did encounter a fair number of fun birds. A Ring-
necked Duck was seen on a golf course pond – the first one seen since 2002. Four Bald Eagles
presented themselves during the count – they hunt and nest along the Caloosahatchee River.
The group also saw the largest numbers of Ground Doves (6), Red-shouldered Hawks (7),
Kildeer (36), Common Moorhens (25), Spotted Sandpipers (9), and Black Vultures (28).

Former Shell Point resident Bud Ryckman began the bird count in 1997. He was aware
of the annual Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count, conducted each year to observe trends

in bird populations over time, and
he encouraged Shell Point resi-
dents to participate. Shell Point
continues to offer a very attrac-
tive and diverse habitat for multi-
ple species of birds through the
year, and Shell Point residents are
the beneficiaries.
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Highlights of the
2010 Bird Count
Common Grackles..........280
Turkey Vultures..................218
Ring-necked Duck ..............1
Bald Eagles ..........................4
Ground Doves......................6
Red-shouldered Hawks ......7
Kildeer..................................36
Common Moorhens ........25
Spotted Sandpipers ............9
Black Vultures ....................28




